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From the Principal
Dear Parents and caregivers,
Week 8, Term 1, how did we arrive here so quickly! The days seem to
be flying past us, but we are managing to fill each and every one of
them with fast paced and enriching learning for all students.
As part of the upcoming Pupil Free Day, our teaching staff across the
primary and preschool will be working collaboratively across year
level/specialist areas to analyse student data, unpack the curriculum
and design learning to meet the needs of all students. SSO staff will
be taking part in professional learning to further strengthen their role
in working alongside students and teachers. We look forward to
sharing more in the next newsletter.

Term 1 Key
Calendar Dates
Pupil Free Day
March 28th (T1, wk9)
Sport Team Dress up Day
Friday April 1st
Dress as your favourite
Sport Team e.g. Crows/Port
Power Guernsey

2022 NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) assesses literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for
every child to progress through school and life. Students in Years 3, 5,
7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing,
conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and
numeracy. The assessment provides parents and schools with an
understanding of how individual students are performing at the time
of the tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and
reporting process – it does not replace ongoing assessments made
by teachers about student performance.
Our students in years 3 and 5 will be participating in NAPLAN Online
this year. The NAPLAN Online test window is 10 to 19 May 2022 (weeks
2 and 3, term 2).
Prior to the actual test, all schools will participate in a national
coordinated practice test. The practice test runs for 45 mins and
student performance is not assessed. The purpose of this test is to
ensure the technical capacity of the school is satisfactory and to
familiarise students with the testing platform. If you have any queries
regarding NAPLAN please contact a member of the leadership team
or the class teacher.
On behalf of the leaders and teachers in upper primary, we would
like to commend all students who applied for either one/both of the
leadership roles - House Captain; School Captain.
Finally, I would like to thank our wonderful staff for the amazing job
they are doing in supporting the students. We have and continue to
have your child(ren’s) best interests at heart.

Vicky Bitzios, Principal

Swimming Wk (R – Yr5)
April 4th–8th (T1, wk10)
Parent-teacher
interviews
April 4th–14th (T1wk10-11)
End of Term, early
dismissal
Thursday April 14th
2pm
Good Friday
April 15th
Term 2 Commences
Monday May 2nd
Term 2 Pupil Free Day
May 20th (T2, wk3) –
Primary School only

Wellbeing for Learning: Berry Street Education Model
Our school follows the Berry Street Education Model, which incorporates the
latest research in brain development and trauma informed practice. We use
this as our framework to teach, track and monitor wellbeing for learning across
all classrooms.
Berry Street is an Australian resource that is made up of five domains, body,
relationships, stamina, engagement and character (strengths). It also includes
morning circles and ‘brain breaks’ throughout the day. These are student
centred regulatory activities to get brains ready for learning or to refocus after
lesson transitions.
This term’s focus has been on the ‘body’ and ‘relationships’. A lesson is
being taught once, per fortnight on these domains.
One example of learning in Foundation classes is children thinking about
their bodies and brains when they are feeling worried. They have been
using a text called ‘Ruby’s Worry’. The message in the story is to always
share your worries so that they don’t get too big.

Whole school celebration – Harmony Day
All classrooms participated in a range of wellbeing and cultural activities, including a
dress-up parade on Tuesday.

Medical information and COVID-19 Update
We wish to advise you that a student in our school community is currently receiving medical
treatment for cancer. The student will be attending school on occasion while recovering from /
undergoing treatment. As a consequence of this treatment, this student’s ongoing health can be at
risk / compromised if they come into contact with another person with an infectious illness such as
chicken pox, measles or mumps.
We thank you for continuing to be diligent in informing the school if your child is feeling unwell.
Please keep your child at home if they are:
o Unwell
o Experiencing any COVID symptoms
o A close contact of a person who has tested positive to COVID-19.

Yard Supervision
Please note that yard supervision at school begins at 8.30am when the gates open. Outside School
Hours Care (OSHC) is available each morning if you are unable to supervise your child/ren prior to
8.30am. Please contact OSHC on 0423 475 593 for bookings.
Yard duty teachers remain on duty, at both the front gates and kiss and drop until 3.20pm. Any
students who have not been collected will be brought to the office and parents will be contacted.
City of Charles Sturt are frequently driving around the area to ensure all road users are abiding by the
rules to ensure that the traffic continues to flow. We thank everyone for their patience and for abiding
by the road rules.
Our Kiss and drop zone has been a particular area of concern lately. Please remember the following:
• Parents must remain with their vehicles at all times
• Parents cannot park/stop for more than 2 minutes
• Be mindful of others who are also dropping off and picking up their children
• Keep an eye out for children crossing the road when exiting the Kiss and Drop zone

Student Leaders
We want to congratulate the following students who were successful in being selected for the role/s
of House Captain and School Captain in 2022.
School Captains: Eli Kalogerias, Rose Barila
Vice School Captains: Oden Kryszunski, Poppy Spentzaris
The following students were selected as this year’s House Captains.

Heysen
House Captains: Eleanor M, Callum S, Xavier W
Vice Captains: Tiam S, Symeon K

Longmore
House Captains: Tea B, Finn O’T
Vice Captains: Georgia G, Tanya H

Spence
House Captains: Zoe O’C, Aemon D
Vice Captains: Bell G, Pippa T

Mawson
House Captains: Eva S, Lambros S
Vice Captains: Abdull A, Rachel C
CONGRATULATIONS!

Our Amazing Specialist Teachers
Our Amazing
Specialist
Teachers

Simon Krieg
PE

Michelle
Harous
STEM

Voula Pagonis
Greek
Language

Isha Virdi
JP Science &
Punjabi

Taylah
Letheby
The Arts

Is there a
quote or
saying that
you live your
life by?
Who is your
hero? And
why?

You only get
what you give.

Don’t sweat the
small stuff!

Learn from
yesterday, live
for today, hope
for tomorrow

When it rains,
look for
rainbows.
When it’s dark,
look for stars.

"You miss 100%
of the shots you
don't take"
Michael Scott
(The Office)

Ricky Ponting
was a great
sportsman
when he
played
professional
cricket, and still
mentors young
players coming
through in the
game today.
I play cricket,
coach football,
watch sports
live or on TV,
spend time with
family and
friends.
Other people
seeing the
benefits of what
I am doing.

My family
because they
are strong,
supportive and
caring.

My mum
because of the
values and
morals she has
instilled in me
and for all the
guidance, love
and support she
has given me.

My mother
because she
taught me
resilience.

My parents,
they have
always
supported me
through life.

Spend time at
the beach,
walking,
swimming,
relaxing

Beach walks,
gym, listening to
music and
shopping

Watch movies
or try a new
recipe.

Take my active
puppy on
adventures
around
Adelaide.

Seeing students
engaged and
watching them
grow in learning

Success and a
sense of
accomplishment

Practising
gratitude and
accomplishing
goals

I like to think
that I am funny.

I can play
tennis

singing

I can speak
three
languages
fluently.

Making a
difference in
people's lives
and the
community.
Saying movie
quotes in the
right moment to
make people
laugh

What do you
do for fun?

What
motivates you
to work hard?
What is one of
your hidden
talents?

“Making students feel welcome in their learning environment, is a critical first step for
building strong, lasting relationship as an educator.”
Dr. Mary Hemphill
#BecauseofaTeacher

Governing Council Terms of Reference
The successful management and improvement of our school relies on contributions from our
parent community. The following terms of reference provide information as to the purpose,
membership, and number of meetings each term.
GOVERNING COUNCIL
Purpose: General oversight and governance for the wellbeing and development of the school.
• To advise on the work of the school and the local educational needs of the community
and district.
• To consider the educational policies of the school.
• Provide advice on buildings, equipment, and grounds development.
• To be responsible for the financial management of the school.
Membership: Parent members, 1 staff rep, Leadership, community member/s.
Office Bearers: Elections are held after the AGM to appoint chairperson, treasurer and secretary.
Meetings:

Twice per term – Week 3 and week 8

We would like to congratulate and welcome the 2022 Governing Council members

2022 Governing Council Members
Chairperson

Alasdair McLean

Vice-Chairperson

Tori Phoenix

Treasurer

Clare Kong

Secretary

Rubina Allpress

Parent Representatives

Belinda Golding
Josie Conradi
Ben Taylor
Krystal Kimble
Maria Cristina Vanstone
Josie Jaszcz
Thalia Marinakis
Debra Baum
Lana Blazujevic
Jaki Humphreys
Helen Politis
Melanie Steuer

Staff Representatives

El Mastrangelo and Trina Barwa

Council Representative

Matt Michell

Performing Arts
Teacher: Taylah Letheby

This term in performing arts, students have had a focus on learning music. All students have had the
opportunity to work in small groups and demonstrate teamwork by creating a small piece of music
to present to the class.
The Junior Primary students have had a focus on the song ‘Rain is Falling Down.’ This is a simple song
where we have practised learning the musical elements of beat, rhythm, pitch and dynamics.
Students have practised singing and playing the song in small groups and as a whole class. They
have used non pitched percussion instruments, as well as xylophones.
Primary students have been participating in the Battle of the Bands competition, where students
extend their knowledge of musical elements and perform these to the class. They have used nonpitched percussion instruments and xylophones in their performances, as well as singing as a group.
It has certainly been exciting to watch the growth of musical knowledge and skills in each class.
Choir: We have finally been able to start our choir rehearsals! We welcome back our choir teacher
Alla, who is an exceptional choral conductor, piano accompanist and teacher. I look forward to
learning all the song repertoire with the students and attend their performance in term 3 at the
Festival Theatre.

Language: Greek
Teacher: Voula Pagonis
The Early Years students have been focusing on their oral language skills by sharing simple
exchanges and responding to simple instructions. They are able to introduce themselves and
exchange greetings and farewells. They have been practising words associated with good
manners such as thankyou and please. The students have also been learning the numbers and
the colours.
In celebration of Greek Independence Day on the 25th March, the students are making Greek
flags and learning the symbolism of the flag.

The Primary students have been focusing on All About Me tasks and practising their oral language
skills with suitable greetings for various times of the day.
They have also been learning the colours and about the celebrations leading up to Lent. Apokries
is Carnival time in Greece where people dress up in costumes with masks and celebrate before
the great 40-day Lent of Easter. The students have enjoyed creating their own carnival masks.

Physical Education
Teacher: Simon Kreig

In PE lessons so far this year, R-2 students have been working on their fundamental movement skills
such as jumping, balancing, walking, and running. Students within these grades complete a warmup game, followed by a main game and then a warm-down game to finish their lessons; games
have included waspital, rob the nest, cats and mice, lily pads and bananas.
The 3-6 students have been working on specialized movement skills in warm-up games such as popup and chocolate box; along with the main game of Matball. This game is shaped so students can
play it in a way where they can focus on certain concepts and strategies that will relate to other
sports they will play throughout the year in PE, as well as their own sports played outside of school.
In the sports corner, both school cricket and basketball have recently commenced, with the latter
occurring at St Clair Recreation Centre. The year 5/6 gold team was the first team to play last Friday
afternoon and recorded a massive 54-2 win against their opponents. Due to some confusion and
covid contact, the 3/4 team combined with the other two 5/6 teams and held a scratch match at
the centre. All students enjoyed the opportunity to run around and play.
So far, all students within the school cricket teams have had a lot of enjoyment playing on Saturday
mornings. Even though the season is only two games old, the development and willingness to learn
from all students has been a shining light for coaches and parents.
The 2/3 teams play at Woodville South Cricket Club each week while the Year 4/5 and 6 teams play
home games at Allenby Reserve and away games around the local area.

The Year 6 Allenby Gardens Primary School Cricket team before their first game on the 5th of
March, 2022.

Registrations for school soccer are now open. If your child/ren are interested in playing, please refer
to Seesaw and Qkr for information as well as consent and payment forms. Michelle Velianofski and
I must lodge school team information to the North-West Junior Soccer Association board by Monday
4th of April; please ensure your child/ren is registered by then.

Science, Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
Teacher: Michelle Harous

In Primary Years, students have been engaging in chemical sciences. In Years 3 & 4 we have
been exploring how matter can change from a solid to a liquid, by adding and removing heat.
Students brainstormed what they know about solids & liquids and then participated in a range of
experiments to demonstrate how we can change the state of a solid to a liquid. We applied heat
created by friction to chocolate, ice, marshmallows, plastic buttons and plasticine and observed
what happened. We noticed that some of the items melted, but others needed more heat in
order to change state (such as the plastic buttons).

Students in Years 5 & 6 have also been engaging in chemistry with a specific focus on solids,
liquids & gases, as well as physical/chemical changes. We conducted a range of experiments
that helped us to understand that not ALL solids are ‘hard’ and that solids can have a range of
properties such as ‘flexible’, ‘pliable’, ‘soft’, ‘transparent’ etc. We also unpacked the idea that
liquids take up the shape of their container, by observing skittles dissolving in warm water and
watching how the liquid moves around to form the shape of the bowl. When exploring gases, we
created ‘lemon/lime volcanoes’ where we added food colouring, detergent and bicarb soda to
create a chemical reaction which formed tiny bubbles that contained carbon dioxide.
It has been a busy term in the Science room!

Preschool Report
It has been a positive start to our preschool year with children quickly settling in and finding a
sense of wellbeing and belonging within the preschool community. In week five the children
keenly observed an outdoor play space transformation. The old cubby was removed and the
mud kitchen and nature play areas were both extended and improved. Natural elements such as
large rocks and logs have been added to the play area to further complement the outdoor
space.
At preschool, we believe the outdoor area is just as important for learning as the indoor spaces.
Mud play is important for children’s happiness and wellbeing, immunity, creativity and
imagination. For many children, this may be their first experience connecting with nature and
‘messy play’. The nature play area has been a very popular place for children to explore,
collaborate on shared projects and make new friends. It has been great to see children exploring
their senses within this improved outdoor learning area.

Role

Staff member

Principal

Vicky Bitzios

Deputy Principal

El Mastrangelo

Assistant Principal - Early
Years

Rita Romano

Assistant Principal-Literacy

Alixe Boardman

Assistant PrincipalWellbeing, Intervention
and Special Education

Jo McWhirter

STEM

Michelle Harous

Junior Primary Science

Isha Virdi

Language - Greek

Voula Pagonis

Language - Mother
tongue - Punjabi

Isha Virdi

Physical Education

Simon Krieg

The Arts

Taylah Letheby

Business and Finance
Manager

Belinda Twynstra

Executive
Assistant/Enrolments

Tiffany Andrews

ICT/Communications
officer

Maggie Fiddian

8
9
10
13
14
15
16

Front office SSO

Danielle Jamieson
Nicole Cagney
Rosemary Cook

17
18

Groundsman

Eddy Kane

Pastoral Care Worker

Jo Thompson

Classroom Support SSO

Bek Coombe
Danielle Jamieson
Emily Webber
Faye Littos
Kaye Young
Megan Hynes
Michelle Velianofski
Morgan Dunn
Nicole Cagney
Rachel David
Rosie Thomson
Simone Gentile

Library Manager SSO

Donna Isgar

Canteen

Angela Tigani
Rebecca Potter

OSHC director
Assistant director

Sarah Marshall
Jess Morello

Area
1

2
3

4
5

6

19
20

Teacher

Year

Julie Reynolds-Verco
(Mon-Wed)
Rosa Hatzis (Thurs-Fri)
Annette OhrnbergWilson
Cat Dutch (MonWed)
Tamera Govett
(Thurs-Fri)
Melissa Guerra
Michelle Harris (MonWed, Fri)
Cat Dutch (Thurs)
Madaline Petineris
(Mon- Thurs)
Isha Virdi (Fri)
Mary-Alice Williams
Sandrine Desribes
Cherie Conlon
Sue Dimitriou
Themi Zacharia
Ashleigh Denton
Gemma Smythe
(Mon-Wed, Fri)
Julie Williams (Thurs)
Daniella Camporeale
Trina Barwa (MonThurs)
Julie Williams (Fri)
Monika Zendek
George Koufalas

2

2
Foundation

Foundation
Foundation

1/2

1
1
4/5
3
3
4
4

5/6
5

6
5/6

Role

Staff member

Preschool Educator Teacher
Preschool Educator - SSO

Christina Momesso
Shane Cosenza
Kimberley Prosser
Monique
Stephenson
Zoi Giannikopoulos

